
Unkei was a Buddhist sculptor (a master in making Buddhist images) active in the late 12th century. 

He was born around the mid-1100s as the son of Kokei, one of the Nara-based Buddhist sculptors. 

Unkei is best known for the Kongorikishi statue at Todaiji Temple in Nara, but this exhibition focuses on Unkei's earlier works. 

Unkei managed to gain the trust of the warriors of the East during that period of political turmoil that led to 

the establishment of the Kamakura shogunate.

The Miura Clan was a family of samurai who established their power in the Miura Peninsula between the 11th and 12th centuries. 

According to a theory, the Miura Clan was founded by Taira no Tamemichi, who was given the land of Miura by Minamoto no 

Yoriyoshi for his military service and took the name "Miura.” 

He served the Minamoto Clan well, and when Minamoto no Yoritomo established the Kamakura shogunate, 

he was respected for his loyalty.However, later generations came into conflict with the Hojo Clan, 

and by the mid-13th century, the main line of the Miura Clan had been destroyed by the Hojo Clan.

The power of the Miura Clan in Yokosuka and the Miura Peninsula was thus lost, but many temples built at the time 

or involved with the creation of Buddhist statues have remained in the area. 

The Buddhist statues of the Jorakuji Temple in Yokosuka, which links the area to the Buddhist priest Unkei, are a notable 

example. Furthermore, there are many families in the area that claim to be descended from the Miura Clan, 

and the story of the Miura Clan's work was passed down to the Edo period (1603-1868). This exhibition introduces the cultural 

influence of the Miura Clan, which continues to the present day, through Buddhist temples and statues associated with them.




